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IN THE CLAIMS: 



Please amend claims 1-14 and 15-18 and add claims 19-20 as follows: 
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1 . (Currently Amended) A method for determining a selection vector which represents a 
possibl e displacement vector for a displacement of an image area (4-)-from a first position (PI) in 
a first image (Bl) to a second position (P2) in a second image-(B2), wh e r e in the method 
comprising the steps of: comprises: 

a) Supplying a set of prediction vectors (VI, V2, V3, V1) ; 

b) Supplying a_ at l e ast on e fix e d set of test vectors (Tl, T2, T3) ; 

c) Selecting at least one test vector from the set of test vectors (Tl, T2, T3, T4) , and 
performing an image comparison between a first image area (4-)-in the first image (Bl) and a 
second image area (2)-in the second image (B2) in ord e r to obtain an image comparison result 
B(Tn) , wherein athe position of the second image area (3)-is displaced relative to the first image 
area £l-)-by the at least one selected test vector; 

d) Comparing the at least one selected test vector (Tl T3) with at least one selected 
prediction vector (VI ¥4) in order to obtain at least one vector comparison result V(Tn, Vn) for 
each selected test vecto r (Tl T3) ; 

e) Supplying at least one quality characteristic (G(Tn, Vn)) for each selected test vector 
(Tl T3) from both the image comparison result obtained for each selected t his-test vecto r (Tl 

and from the a-vector comparison resul t for each selected test vecto r (V(Tn,Vn)) ; 

f) Determining a ranking order of the quality characteristics (G(Tn,Vn)) ; and 

g) Selecting one of the selected test vectors as the selection vector from the at l e ast on e 
feed-set of test vectors based on the ranking order of the quality characteristics. 



49 



3000-0044 



2. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, where one set of test vectors is assigned to 
each prediction vector (VI V1) or to one group each of the prediction vectors (VI VI) , where 
the step of comparing utilizes from which s e t the test vector set to compare at least one selected 
test vector from the test vector set with at least one selected prediction vecto rp e rform th e v e ctor 
comparison is s e l e ct e d . 

3 . (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, where during t he comparison step of 
comparingd } - determines a measure of a&e difference between each of the selected test vectors 
(Tl T3) and the at least one selected prediction vecto r (VI VI) is det e rmin e d . 

4. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, where step c) is implemented for all the 
test vectors (T1,T2, T3) . 

5. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, where_step d) is implemented for all the 
prediction vectors (VI V4) . 

6. (Currently Amended) The A r-method of claim 1, further comprising the step of linking 
wh e r e the image comparison result (B(Tn)) assign e d to for a selected one of the s e l e cted test 
vectors and the vector comparison result for a assign e d to on e of th e selected one of the 
prediction motion vectors , where ar e link e d in such a way that giv e n th e sam e imag e comparison 
r e sult (B(Tn)) the quality characteristic G(Tn, Vn) improves the less the selected test vector £F4- 
T3)-and the selected prediction vector (VI V4) differ from each other. 
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7. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, farther comprising the step of determining 
wher e in at least one test vector (VI V1) is d e t e rmin e d for each prediction vecto r (VI and 
wherein the selection vector is selected from atfee plurality of the g roup of test vectors 
determined thereby. 

8. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, where» th e proc e dural steps c) through f) 
are performed at least twice, where» according to proc e dural step g) at least one test vector £Fi) 
is selected based on the ranking order of the quality characteristics (G(Tn, Vn)) , and wherem 
bas e d on this at least one test vector fFiVin a set of selected test vectors (112) is generated for the 
subsequent image comparison in step c). 

9. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 8, where for e ach pr e diction vector during the 
p e rformanc e of steps c) through f) one test vector is determined for each prediction vector, and 
where b ased on which a set of test vectors is generated for the subsequent image comparison in 

■ 

step c) is g e n e rat e d . 

10. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 8, where from the selected at l e ast on e test 
vector £Fi)-selected according to proc e dural step g), one test vector (Til Ti1) of the set of test 
vectors (112) is generated for the subs e qu e nt image comparison in step c) b y vectorial addition 
with e £at least one modification vecto r (Ml M4) . 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 0, where from the selected at l e ast on e test 
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vector selected according to proc e dural step g) A multiple test vectors (Til Til) are 
respectively generated by vectorial- addition of multiple modification vectors (Ml Ml) . 

12. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 11, where with each repetition of proc e dural 
steps c) through f), the modification vectors are-employed which m atch in terms of their direction 
and 7 -but-the absolute value of whieh -the modification vectors b ecomes smaller in subsequent 
#em-iterations of steps c) through f) st e p to it e ration st e p . 

13. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 11, where the modification vectors are a 
function of the pr e viously d etermined quality characteristic supplied assign e d to for t he selected 
test vector. 

14. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 13, where an the-absolute value of the 

k 

modification vector becomes smaller as the quality characteristic improves. 

15. (Cancelled) 

16. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, further comprising the step of fe 
supplying a set of selection vectors as a function of b y e mploying a set of prediction vectors 
(101) and a set of test vectors (102) . 

17. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 10, further comprising the step of storing 
where-the selection vectors ar e stor e d as new prediction vectors. 
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18. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 10, further comprising the steps of wh e r e th e 
s e l e ction v e ctors ar e preset ting or or ar e modif yingi ed the selection vectors according to a 
random scheme^ and sto ring the preset or modified selection vectors ed-as new prediction 
vectors. 

19. (New) A method for determining a selection vector which represents a displacement 
vector for a displacement of an image area from a first position in a first image to a second 
position in a second image, the method comprising the steps of: 

iteratively selecting a test vector from a set of test vectors, and iteratively performing an 
image comparison between a first image area in the first image and a second image area in the 
second image to obtain an image comparison result; 

iteratively comparing the selected test vector with a prediction vector to obtain a vector 
comparison result; 

iteratively supplying a quality characteristic for the selected test vector from both the 

image comparison result and from the vector comparison result; 

determining a ranking order of a plurality of quality characteristics; and 

selecting one of the test vectors as the selection vector based on the ranking order of the 

quality characteristics. 

20. (New) The method of claim 19, further comprising the step of linking the image 
comparison result for a selected one of the test vectors and the vector comparison result for a 
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selected one of the prediction vectors, where the quality characteristic improves the less the 
selected test vector and the selected prediction vector differ from each other. 
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